SIR PERCY COX

Koweit had been assured of our support against any Turkish
encroachment on his independence; and finally, on the banks
of the Shatt-el-Arab was the Sheikh of Mohammerah, Arab
by race though subjeCt to Persia, who looked to us in view of
the commercial Stake we enjoyed in his territory to secure fair
play for him in his relations alike with Persia and with Turkey,

These close connections of treaty and friendship were an
invaluable asset to us when the time came to contemplate the
lively probability of Turkey's entry into the War against us;
but Sf full advantage was to be taken of them, it was clearly of
primary importance that we should demonstrate to our friends
at the outset the circumstances in which war had been forced
upon us and should take such prompt a&ion as would con-
vince them that we were alive to the danger in which they
would be placed, as friends of ours, and intended to take
adequate Steps to safe guard their interests as well as our own.
Accordingly, the moment news of the outbreak of war with
Turkey was received I was instructed to issue a proclamation
in the above sense, assuring our Arab friends at the same
time that their liberty and religion would be scrupulously
respeCted, and that all we asked of them was that they should
preserve order in their own territories and ensure that their
subjefts indulged in no aCtion calculated to injure British
interests. This was followed by a further proclamation
guaranteeing to them and to Islam in general that so far as
we were concerned, the Holy Places in the area of war should
have complete immunity from molestation. With these
assurances the Arab potentates were fully satisfied and thus
it was that the benevolent policy pursued by us for many
years paSt in our dealings with them now found its reward in
an u&waveting friendship, which was of incalculable value to
us throughout the campaign.

It was in the same spirit that a few days later when the
British Expeditionary Force first set foot on Turkish soil at
Fao^ I issued a similar announcement to the riverain Arabs,
assuring them that it was with the Turks only that we were at
war and not with the inhabitants of the country a&d that so
long as the Arabs showed themselves fidendly and re&ained
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